Dr. Manee Moua

SUCCESS STORY

As a Hmong American, first-generation, low-income woman
and mother, Dr. Manee Moau never saw herself as a
tenure-track assistant professor. Her parents were Hmong
refugees from Thailand; neither had a college degree, and
although they wanted the best for her, they were unable to
introduce her to post-secondary education. She grew up
believing that graduate school was only for the “elites or
smart ones,” certainly not for someone like her. It wasn’t
until was introduced to the TRIO Ronald E. McNair program
when she transferred to Eastern Washington University in
2007, that she began to see her potential as a scholar. She
recollects how the McNair family “quickly adopted me into the
program, teaching, supporting and preparing me for graduate
education, the path | once never even knew existed.”

As an EWU McNair Scholar, Manee participated in faculty-
mentored undergraduate research and other scholarly
activities to prepare her for success at the doctoral level.
“‘McNair became my home in academia,” she states of
the program, “nurturing and supporting me through all the
challenges that I'd often faced before alone.” She attributes
McNair with giving her a strong foundation to thrive in her
graduate studies. “With McNair, | did not feel alone anymore,
and developed the confidence to pursue academic goals that
were unreachable before.”

Dr. Manee Moua holds an MA in counseling psychology
and a PhD in education from Washington State University.
She is now an Assistant Professor in Psychology at Lewis-
Clark State College and continues the work of mentoring
first-generation, low-income students to empower them and
assist them to reach their academic goals.

In Washington we have 5 McNair Programs
serving 108 participants.




